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to be found in Hutcheson's Inquiry concerning moral good and
evil The moral evil of a given action, according to Hutcheson,
*is as the Degree of Misery, and Number of Sufferers; so that,
that Action is best, which accomplishes the Greatest Happiness
for the Greatest Number.1 But it was the French pre-revolution
philosophers who formed the tone of his mind. He admired
Voltaire, and was an enthusiastic follower of Helvetius. He read
Helvetius in 1769, and immediately determined to devote his life
to the principles of legislation. 'What Bacon was to the physical
world, Helvetius was to the moral. The moral world has there-
fore had its Bacon; but its Newton is yet to come.' It is not
hazardous to surmise that Bentham aspired to be the Newton of
the moral world.
When he came to know Beccaria On Crimes and Punish-
ments, he thought even more highly of him than of Helvetius:
*Oh, my master,9 he exclaimed, first evangelist of Reason, you
who have raised your Italy so far above England, and I would
add above France, were it not that Helvetius, without writing on
the subject of laws, had already assisted you and had provided
you with your fundamental ideas; you who speak reason about
laws, when in France there was spoken only jargon: a jargon,
however, which was reason itself as compared with the English
jargon; you who have made so many useful excursions into the
path of utility, what is there left for us to do?—Never to turn
aside from that path.94
His journey to Paris in 1770, at the age of twenty-two, served
to confirm French influence; indeed he remained throughout his
life, in many respects, a French philosopher of the age of Louis
XVI. The only other journey which had any effect upon him
was his visit to Russia in 1785. His brother Samuel (afterwards
General Sir Samuel Bentham) was employed by the Empress
Catherine in an attempt to modernize Russian agriculture, a
task which proved as difficult then as now. Jeremy had hopes that
Catherine would introduce a scientific penal code drawn up by
himself: *In Russia,' he wrote, *as much pains has been taken
to make men think as in some governments to prevent them to
think.93 But unfortunately his brother, who had been doing well
1 Quoted by Halevy, The Growth of Philosophic Radicalism, p. 13.
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